Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 298 K; mean (C-C) = 0.006 Å; R factor = 0.054; wR factor = 0.150; data-to-parameter ratio = 15.3.
In the title compound, C 16 H 15 BrO 3 , the dihedral angle between the mean planes of the two benzene rings is 76.64 (2) . In the crystal structure, there are weakstacking interactions, with a centroid-centroid distance of 3.724 (3) Å , as well as an intermolecular CÁ Á ÁBr distance [3.495 (2) Å ] which is slightly less than the sum of the van der Waals radii for these atoms. 
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Comment
Vanillin (4-hydroxy-3-methoxybenzaldehyde) and its derivatives are important medicinal intermediates which are extensively employed to prepare bioactive compounds such as anti-hypertension compounds, diureses and deodorisers (Chen, et al., 2001; Demestre, et al., 2009; Liao, et al., 2003; Xia, et al., 2004) . Recently, our research has been focused on the development of vanillin-derived azole drugs, and a nitroimidazole derivative has been reported (Jin, et al., 2009 ). Herein we report the crystal structure of the title compound a potential intermediate for the synthesis of azole antifungal agents.
The molecular structure of the title compound is shown in Fig. 1 . The dihedral angle between the mean planes of the two benzene rings is 76.64 (2)°. In the crystal structure, there are weak π-π stacking interactions where Cg···Cg(-x,2-y,1-z) = 3.724 (3)Å [Cg is the centroid of the C2-C7 ring] as well as an intermolecular C13···Br1(-x+1, 0.5+y, 2.5-z) distance [3.495 (2)Å] which is slightly less than the sum of the van der Waals radii for these atoms.
Experimental
A suspension of 4-hyhydroxy-3-methoxybenzaldehyde (200 mg, 1.31 mmol) and anhydrous potassium carbonate (200 mg, 1.45 mmol, 1.2 equiv) in CH 3 CN (10 ml) was stirred for 30 min at 338 K, and then tetrabutyl ammonium iodide (TBAI, 5 mg) and 1,3-bis(bromomethyl)benzene (1 g, 3.78 mmol) were added. The resulting mixture was stirred for 5-7 h at 348-353 K (monitored by TLC, eluent, ethyl acetate/petroleum, V/V, 5/1). After the reaction solvent was evaporated under reduced pressure, water (10 mL) was added. The mixture was extracted with chloroform (3×10 ml). The organic layer was collected, dried over anhydrous Na 2 SO 4 and evaporated under reduced pressure to give the crude product, which was purified by silica gel column chromatography (eluent, ethyl acetate/petroleum, V/V, 5/1) to afford the title compound (I). Single crystals were grown by slow evaporation of a solution of (I) in an ethyl acetate and petroleum mixture at room temperature.
Refinement
Hydrogen atoms were placed in calculated positions with C-H = 0.93Å (aromatic), 0.97Å (methylene) and 0.96Å (methyl)
with Uiso(H) = 1.2Ueq(C) (aromatic and methylene C) or 1.5Ueq(C) (methyl C). Refinement. Refinement of F 2 against ALL reflections. The weighted R-factor wR and goodness of fit S are based on F 2 , conventional R-factors R are based on F, with F set to zero for negative F 2 . The threshold expression of F 2 > σ(F 2 ) is used only for calculating Rfactors(gt) etc. and is not relevant to the choice of reflections for refinement. R-factors based on F 2 are statistically about twice as large as those based on F, and R-factors based on ALL data will be even larger.
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